LUMINESCENT ORCHESTRII

Music to make you dance, kiss and scream

An explosive union of Romanian Gypsy melodies, punk frenzy, salty tangos, hard-rocking klezmer, haunting Balkan harmony, hip-hop beats and Appalachian fiddle, all eaten and spit out by two violins, resophonic guitar, bullhorn harmonica and bass.
THE BAND:



The Luminescent Orchestrii is a gypsy tango klezmer punk acoustic string band from New York City, whose music balances frenzy and finesse. The members of the Orchestrii come from different scenes in New York City, yet come together through their love of Balkan and Gypsy music. Sxip Shirey (resophonic guitar,
melodica, bullhorn harmonica)is an international circus composer, Sarah Alden (violin) is an old-time fiddle player, Rima Fand (violin,viola)is an experimental theater composer, and Benjy Fox-Rosen(bass)is a jazz bassist.

The band came together in 2002, and, very soon after, traveled to the heart of Romania to spend a summer learning music and drinking palinka. This marked the beginning of the Orchestrii's journey into Gypsy music. Since then they have toured across the United States and Europe, and just this year went to Serbia
for the famous Golden Trumpet Festival.

NEW YORK CITY- 

There is currently an outrageous party and music scene in New York City featuring Balkan brass bands, gypsy punks and hard-rocking klezmer. Luminescent Orchestrii has hosted several of the parties that define this 
scene, including the King Gypsy Rockers Massive, a three-room, thirteen-band, full-clubparty at the legendary Knitting Factory. Young New Jersey punks and
funky grandmas all came together and took traditional Balkan dance lessons from the Zagnut Orkestar.The room was then stormed by the26-member Hungry March Band, while the Pakistani punk Nervous Cabaret and the Balkan brass Slavic Soul Party commanded the downstairs stages. DJ Hutz of Gogol Bordello ended the evening by spinning his original gypsy punk mix. The Luminescent Orchestrii is the only all-string band in the scene, featuring overtly beautiful harmonies, nasty delicious dissonance and an off-kilter rhythm section.


MEDIA-

The Luminescent Orchestrii has been featured on BBC Radio Scotland's "New York Charm Sessions," a six-week series that was hosted by Sxip. The band has also been featured on NPR's Weekend America, as part of a weekly Global Rhythm Magazine segment hosted by Tom Pryor, and on John Shaefer's "New Sounds" on WNYC. The band has been featured on "Tower of Song" WNCW. They have been highlighted on Sony Music Japan's World Event village website in videos by Masako Tsumura (January 2005), in The London Times article "The Gypsies Pitch Up" (May 6, 2005) and in The New York Times article "The Rise of the Gypsy Punkers" (July 7, 2005). 


AUDIO-


The Luminescent Orchestrii has self-released two full length CDs: Too Hot To Sleep, and a live performance self-titled The Luminescent Orchestrii. The infamous MEHANATA Bulgarian Bar, which is known in New York for housing the best underground Balkan bands and DJs of NYC, featured two tracks of Luminescent Orchestrii on their compilation called "Gypsy Mania".
Putamayo records is also featuring a re-mix of our version of "Amari Szi, Amari" on their new compilation called Gypsy Groove. Putumayo is considered a pioneer and leader in developing the non-traditional market and has distribution in more than 100 countries. 
PLACES PERFORMED-
The Famous Spiegeltent, Edinburgh Fringe Festival
(Scotland)
Universal Hall, Findhorn (Scotland)
Café Cossachok, Glasgow (Scotland)
Féis An Eilein, Isle of Skye Festival (Scotland)
Szászcsávás Gypsy Music Festival, Transylvania
(Romania)
The Spitz, London (England)
Trowbridge Pump Music Festival, Trowbridge (England)
The Blue Note, Dresden (Germany) 
NaTo, Leipzig (Germany)
Malzhaus, Plauen (Germany)
Joe's Pub, New York City, NY
The Knitting Factory, New York City, NY
CBGB Gallery, New York City, NY
Dumbo Arts Festival, Brooklyn, NY
LEAF Folk Festival, Asheville, NC 
Shakori Hills Grassroots Festival, Silk Hope, NC
Eno River Festival, Raleigh, NC
Penn State Arts Festival, State College, PA
Exploris Museum, Raleigh, NC
Festival of Fools, Brooklyn Museum of Art, NY
The Grey Eagle, Asheville, NC 
The Gravity Lounge, Charlottesville, NC
Echo Lounge Burlesque Festival, Atlanta, GA
The Beachland Ballroom, Cleveland, OH
and many underground parties in New York City
 
PRESS QUOTES:

“A punky five-piece string band, The Luminescent Orchestrii plays renditions of Appalachian and Gypsy tunes that run from lively and infectious to deeply melancholy. Its original compositions and varied interpretations of tradional melodies are like tiny, richly arranged musical adventures.” – Time Out NY (New York City, NY) 

“There is a fine line between gypsy music and punk rock and the Luminescent Orchestrii falls off it every show. With three fiddlers, a bassist, and guitarist who sweats enough for the five of them, the band stomps the stage, thumps their strings, and saws into their instruments. These are believers.” – Nonsense NYC (New York City, NY)

“‘Madcap ethnic dance music’ …Imagine Dan Hicks & his Hot Licks playing tangos in Budapest. ... endless onstage energy, some truly romantic slow-dance numbers, quality musicianship and an adoring audience. – Seven Days 

(Burlington VT)

"The music makes your skin tingle and your eyes water, and never before have metallers, hippies and divas enjoyed the same gig so equally."**** The Skinny Magazine UK 

"…there's a frantic, salty and irrepressible stomp to the Balkan hoedown; thrust this in the blender with the inherent punk cool of New York's underground scene and you've a lit fuse for oblivion." ****The List UK  

"The balancing of frenzy and finesse is evidently a trademark Luminescent Orchestrii approach, displayed to its utmost in the insanely frenetic dance tunes... The three violins flirt willfully with a cacophony teasingly offset by elegant classical flourishes, swirling and eddying above the rhythm section's bruisingly aggressive but sharply-aimed attack. ****" -- The Scotsman(Edinburgh, Scotland)
